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Year 4 – Half term overview 
Autumn 2 – November to December half term 
	Reading & Writing
	Maths
	RE
	Science
	History/Geography

	This half term, we will develop our writing skills through fiction and newspaper reports. We will use Float by Daniel Miyares as inspiration for our own imaginative stories. We will also learn how to write newspaper reports, exploring key features such as headlines, introductions, factual information. This half term, we will use The Rainforest Grew All Around and The Polar Express to develop our reading skills. We will improve our understanding of texts by exploring vocabulary, making predictions, and answering questions.
	This half term, year 4 will be developing their understanding of Fractions, Measurement: Area and Geometry: Shape. In Fractions, we will learn to count in fractions beyond one whole, understand mixed numbers and improper fractions, recognise equivalent fractions. In Measurement: Area, we will learn to understand area as the amount of space inside a shape. We will count squares to find an area and make shapes with a given area. In Geometry: Shape, We will identify lines of symmetry, compare and classify triangles and quadrilaterals.
	This half term, year 4 will be exploring the question ‘What do we mean by truth? Is seeing believing?’ We will learn how people understand and recognise truth, exploring how beliefs and experiences can shape what people think is true. We will look at different religious viewpoints, including Sikh beliefs about God as truth, and how these beliefs influence the lives and actions of Sikhs. Through discussion and reflection, we will develop our understanding of different beliefs and learn to respect a range of perspectives.

	This half term, we will be learning about  Electricity and Circuits. We will explore how electricity is used in everyday life and learn about the different parts of a simple circuit, including cells, wires, switches, lamps and buzzers. We will investigate how to make a complete circuit and identify whether circuits will work or not. We will also explore conductors and insulators, testing different materials to find out which allow electricity to flow. We will use our scientific skills to plan and carry out investigations, record results and draw conclusions from our findings.
	This half term, we will be exploring the question ‘Why are rainforests important to us?’ through the Kapow Primary Geography scheme. We will learn about where rainforests are located around the world and explore their unique features, including the different layers of the rainforest and the plants and animals that live there. We will discover why rainforests are important for our planet and how they help to support life. We will also learn about the impact of deforestation and explore how people can help protect these valuable environments. 

	French & Music
	PSHE
	Art/DT
	Computing
	PE

	This half term in music, we will be exploring Body and Tuned Percussion (Theme: Rainforests) We will create rainforest-inspired music using body percussion and tuned instruments.This half term, we will develop our French language skills further using a wider range of everyday phrases. We will learn to count to higher numbers, talk about different types of transport and practise using the days of the week.
	This half term, we will be learning about Celebrating Difference. We will explore what makes each of us special and unique, while learning to value and respect the differences between people. We will discuss how our first impressions and assumptions can affect the way we see others, and learn the importance of looking beyond appearances. We will also learn about kindness, inclusion and how to respond to situations involving bullying. 
	In Design and Technology this half term, we will be designing and making Structures: Helmets. We will explore how helmets are designed to protect people from impact by investigating how structures can be made stronger and more stable. We will experiment with different materials and joining techniques before designing and creating our own protective helmet. We will develop our measuring.
	This half term, we will continue developing our Online Safety skills by learning how to use technology safely and responsibly. We will explore the question ‘How do companies encourage us to buy online?’ and learn about online advertising, persuasion and making sensible choices when using digital platforms. We will then begin Programming with Scratch and develop our coding skills.
	This half term, we will be developing Ball Skills. We will develop our ability to control, move and handle a ball with increasing accuracy. We will practise sending and receiving skills, including throwing, catching, dribbling and passing. In Dance, we will explore different themes, including The Spy and The Carnival. We will create and perform dances using a range of movements, actions, formations and dynamics. 
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