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Year 4 – Half term overview 
Spring 2  – February to Easter half term 
Reading & Writing	Maths	RE	Science	History/Geography
This term, we will use Aladdin and the Enchanted Lamp by Philip Pullman to  develop our narrative writing skills. We will explore characters, settings and events, using rich vocabulary and sentence structures to create our own engaging traditional tales. In reading, we will focus on The Firework-Maker’s Daughter by Philip Pullman and explore the legendary world of King Arthur. Through these texts, we will develop our comprehension, inference, vocabulary and discussion skills while building a deeper enjoyment of reading.	This term, we will develop our understanding of Length and Perimeter, measuring in different units and calculating the perimeter of rectilinear shapes and polygons. We will then move onto decimals exploring tenths and hundredths, representing them as fractions and decimals. We will use place value charts and number lines and learn how to divide 1- and 2-digit numbers by 10 and 100. 	This term, we will continue learning about how Hindu and Christian communities contribute to society and culture. We will discover how people of these faiths support their communities through charity, helping others, celebrations, traditions and places of worship, and consider the impact religious beliefs can have on the wider world. 	This half term, Year 4 will be learning all about sound and vibrations. We will investigate how sounds are made, how they travel and what affects the sounds that we hear. We will discover that sounds are made by vibrations and will explore how different musical instruments produce sound. We will observe and investigate vibrations and learn how these vibrations travel through different materials to reach our ears.		This half term in Geography, we will explore what rivers are, how they are formed and how they are used. We will learn about the water cycle, the features and journey of a river, and locate major rivers using maps and atlases. We will also investigate how people use rivers for farming, transport, leisure and energy, before exploring the features and uses of a local river. 	
French & Music	PSHE	Art/DT	Computing	PE
This term, we will learn the names of different animals in French and practise using them in simple sentences. We will also explore the circle of life, learning how animals grow, where they live and how they are connected through food chains. In music , we will explore changes in pitch, tempo and dynamics through the theme of rivers. We will create and perform our own musical patterns, working together to represent the different stages and moods of a river.		This half term, we will learn about healthy friendships and how to make safe, positive choices. We will explore how friends can influence us, how to deal with peer pressure, and how to be assertive when we feel uncomfortable. We will also learn about railway safety, staying safe with friends, and the risks of smoking, alcohol and vaping. Finally, we will celebrate our inner strengths and build confidence in making choices that keep ourselves and others safe. 	This half term in D.T, we will explore how mechanical systems make cars move. We will design, build and test different car prototypes using wheels, axles and a range of mechanisms, including inclined planes, slingshot and wind-up mechanisms. We will then design our own mechanical car kit, considering cost, sustainability and durability, before making, testing and evaluating our final product 	This term, we will continue our online safety learning by finding out what a bot is and exploring how bots can be useful, as well as some of the risks they can present. We will then begin our Skills Showcase: HTML, learning how websites are created. We will explore simple code, discover how text and images are added to webpages, and have fun experimenting with how websites look and work.		This half term, we will develop our skills, confidence and teamwork through basketball and gymnastics. In basketball, we will learn to dribble, pass, receive and shoot, as well as use simple tactics when working as part of a team. In gymnastics, we will explore balance, flexibility, strength and control, creating and performing sequences with increasing confidence and precision. These activities will help us improve our coordination, movement skills and ability to work positively with others. 


